
The Salicaceae Symposium 2014 - IV International Congress of Salicaceae in Argentina 
- “Willows and Poplars for regional development” took place between 18 and 21 March 
2014, at the School of Agricultural and Forestry Sciences of the National University of 
La Plata in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

The Salicaceae Symposium from its beginnings have had as general objective to integrate 
a space for discussion, analysis of the results of academic research and practice, identify 
and promote new proposals and advances, among others, in the area of the Salicaceae.

During the last edition of the Conference there were gathered about 250 attendees, 
including professionals, forest producers, students, academics and general public. 
Prominent national and international speakers and panelists presented 22 presentations, 
there were conducted professional development seminars and 103 papers were 
presented.

For more information about the event, find out about presentations and papers, you 
can visit the official site:
http://jornadasdesalicaceas2014.blogspot.com.ar/
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Salicaceae Symposium 2014
IV International Congress of Salicaceae in Argentina 

“Willows and poplars for regional development”.

The Fourth International Congress of Salicaceae in Argentina was carried out from 18 to 
21 March at the Faculty of Agricultural and Forestry Sciences of the National University 
of La Plata. It was organized by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries of 
Argentina, the Argentine National Poplar Commission, the Faculty of Agricultural and 
Forestry Sciences of the National University of La Plata, Forest Projects of the Unit for 
Rural Change (UCAR), the National Institute of Agricultural Technology (INTA) and the 
Ministry of Agricultural Affairs of the province of Buenos Aires.



ITINERARY
March 18 - Professional Update Seminars

The Congress began on Tuesday 18, there were held two Seminars for professional 
development which brought together over 90 participants.
The first seminar entitled “New Technologies for Improving Salicaceae” began in the 
morning at the National Institute of Plant Physiology (INFIVE) of the  National University 
of La Plata (UNLP).
The opening words were given by the Secretary of  Academic Affairs of the Faculty, Dra. 
Sandra Sharry.
The seminar consisted of presentations from two professionals from the institution Eng. 
Valentina Briones and Dra. Virginia Lúquez. 

With the participation of the invited specialist from the University of Málaga of Spain, 
Dr. Fernando Gallardo Alba, who gave an excellent demonstration of what is taking 
place in that thematic at the University of biotechnology in Málaga, from which he is a 
member.

In the afternoon was developed the seminar entitled “Contributions from academic 
sectors to a process of regional and national development of the forest industry” by the 
expert on the subject Dr. Sophie D’Amours of Laval University in Canada. This event 
was coordinated by the Eng. Silvia Cortizo, with the collaboration of Eng.  Sebastian 
Galarco. The participation of the specialist was due to the support of the Buenos Aires 
Northern Regional Center of the National Institute of Agricultural Technology (INTA).



19 and March 20 - Congress 

The meeting was attended by over 250 experts, researchers, students and members of 
institutions and companies linked to the forestry sector. 
The event was officially inaugurated with the opening words in the Auditorium, by the 
Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural and Forestry Sciences, Eng. Pablo Yapura accompanied 
by the Vice President of the Institutional Area of the National University of La Plata, Mr. 
Raul Perdomo; on behalf of the International Poplar Commission and of the Forestry 
Production Department, Eng. Esteban Borodowski; and the Secretary for Production, 
Economics and Rural Development of the Ministry of Agricultural Affairs of the Province 
of Buenos Aires, Vet. Juan Angel Cruz.

The Dean, Pablo Yapura after a warm welcome to the participants, said “despite what 
decades ago was thought that the products were to be replaced by technological 
innovation, such change is not happening or is not happening at the expected rate. So 
that all expectations and predictions are that the demand for forest products from all 
companies are increasing.“

Then he added that responsible forest management would allow worldwide spend about 
three billion hectares for other uses production-oriented or Community Forest Service, 
according to the needs of the population. “The challenge is that the production is done 



Also, the Vet., Juan Angel Cruz, spoke 
about the possibility of enacting a Forest 
Act to work harder in the sector. He also 
highlighted the existence of a Forestry 
Bureau at the Ministry of Agricultural 
Affairs of the Province of Buenos Aires, 
where they discuss and raise issues of 
public policies on the subject.

Eng. Mirta Rosa Larrieu, President of the 
Argentine National Poplar Commission 
and Director of the Forestry Production 
Department, also addressed a few words 
to the audience.

After the opening ceremony, was launched 
a conference by Eng. Esteban Borodowski 
entitled “International Panorama and 
Salicaceae situation in Argentina.” In 

which were announced trends of poplars 
and willows in the world, according to 
the 21 countries that submitted reports 
to the International Poplar Commission. 
The Engineer Borodowski explained that, 

with social responsibility” he said.



according to reports in 2012, there are in 
the world 82.330.030 hectares of native 
forests of Salicaceae, 9.220.000 hectares 
of Salicaceae plantations and 3.434.000 
hectares of Salicaceae under agroforestry 
systems which highlights productive, 
social, environmental, among others uses.
After an interval, Eng. Sebastian Galarco, 
Head od the Forests and Forestry 
Department of Buenos Aires province held 
the conference “Salicaceae in the province 
of Buenos Aires.”
During the conference he informed about 
the status of Salicaceae in the province 
of Buenos Aires and introduced to the 
participants in the content of the modules 
that comprise the Congress program. 

The morning finished with the conference 
“New Technologies for Genetic Improvement 
of Salicaceae” by Dr. Fernando Gallardo 
Alba from the University of Malaga, Spain. 

Subsequently was carried out the poster 
session with the presence of the authors of 
the various institutions and organizations.



In the afternoon, was developed the Module 
entitled “ Salicaceae in Pampa Region” 
under the coordination of Mr. MSc. Fabio 
Achinelli of FCAyF - CIC Buenos Aires.

In this framework there was a space that 
resulted in an interdisciplinary debate 
formed by producers who shared their 
cases. Completing activities on Wednesday 
was held the “Module Salicáceas in the 
region Depresión del Salado”, coordinated 
by Dr. Pablo  Laclau from INTA Tandil who 
also spoke at the conference: “Prospects 
for the implementation of afforestation and 
willow poplars in Pampa Deprimida region” 
and Ms. Adriana Quiñones from CONICET 
–INTA Balcarce spoke on” Ecophysiology 
of implementing multiple sites willows in 
environmental stress.” Here there was 
also a space for a panel of speakers and 
questions from the audience.

Thursday 20 began with the “Regional 
Module Salicáceas in Parana River Delta”, 
whose coordinator was Agr. Gerardo 
Mujica, Director of the EEA INTA Paraná 
Delta.

The Eng. Alejandro Signorelli  from the 
Forestry Department from the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries 
(MAGyP), spoke on “Salicaceae in the Paraná 
Delta. Curren status and perspectives “; 
Eng.  Gerardo Mujica from the INTA Delta, 
developed the theme: “Strategies for 
development in the basin forest of the Delta 
del Parana” Upon return interval it was 
settled a panel for studies of cases linked 
to the development of the basin forest in 
Delta, Agr. Norberto Bischoff of Forestry 
Production Department, MAGyP, made 
a brief introduction of genetic material 
management in the sector. The lectures that 
were part of the panel were: “State policies” 
Eng. Silvia Cortizo; “Creating scientific 
and technological capabilities” Dr. Corina 
Graciano; “Technological innovation” Mr. 
MSc. Gustavo Braier and “Organizational 
strengthening” Eng. Mauro Fernández. An 
international conference entitled “ Forest 
planning and its link to forest industrial 
development “ by Dr. Sophie D’Amours, 
Laval University, Canada took place after.



The last module of this conference 
took place on Thursday afternoon 
and it was called “Regional Module 
Rio de la Plata”, the Coordinator was 
Mr. Aldo Gramundo. The engineer 
gave a talk entitled “A Vision of the 
Forestry Development in the Ribera 
del Rio de La Plata. The case of the 
Municipality of Berisso “. 

Then invite Mr. Veron to joined 
the panel and told his story as a 
producer of the Rio de La Plata, this 
led to a new debate from questions 
raised by the public. 



Already ending the 2 days of sessions in 
the auditorium MSc Eng. Mariela Beljansky 
from the ProBiomasa Program, MAGyP, 
and Ministry of Federal Planning, Public 
Investment and Services gave her speak 
“Wood energy, Salicaceae possibilities” and 
finally Dr. Esteban Jobaggy from CONICET 

spoke about “Is there room for Salicaceae 
in Pampa region? Review of ecological 
incentives” withy a magnificent closing of 
three days of intense activity related to the 
cultivation of Salicaceae in our country.

Conclusions of the Congress

Upon completion of the official activities of 
the Congress, the Organising Committee 
at a simple ceremony held a tribute to Eng. 
Raul Suarez died recently. His family was 
present at the place and received a plaque 
for all the contributions that Mr. Suarez 
promoted during all his years linked to 
Salicaceae plantations in the province of 
Buenos Aires. 
Subsequently an acknowledgment was 
performed to two related producers for 
regional development of the Salicaceae: 
Dr. Susana Sánchez and Mr. Ricardo 
Schincariol.
During this ceremony there were also 
awarded 2 of the posters presented. These 
were selected by a jury of professionals 
from the faculty. They prize the technical 
paper entitled “Models Total Height - 
Diameter at Breast Height in Populus 
x Canadensis “Conti 12” growing on 5 
different plantation surfaces. “Authors: 

José Barotto, Dino Palazzini and Jorge 
Marquina. And the Communication entitled 
“The willows in Patagonia, a threat to 
conservation in national protected areas.” 
Authors: Maria Fernanda Menvielle, Gallo 
and Luis Leandro Chauchard.
Congress was attended by over 250 people, 
there were 22 presentations, including 
professional development seminars, 
speakers and panelists and 103 papers 
were presented.





On day 21 the fieldwork was carried out visiting forest 
producers of the Rio de la Plata, in Berisso. The visit 
included 4 places connected with the activity and 4 
local sawmills.

At the afternoon there was a visit to assays for 
Salicaceae biomass. 

March 21 - Visit to field



The Organizing Committee of the Salicaceae Symposium 2014
IV International Congress of Salicaceae in Argentina 

“Willows and Poplars for regional development”
would like to thank those who made   this event possible:

Proyectos Forestales de la Unidad para el Cambio Rural

Facultad de Ciencias Agrarias y Forestales de la Universidad Nacional de La 
Plata

Instituto Nacional de Tecnología Agropecuaria (INTA)

Medanito S.A.

Papel Prensa S.A.

Asociación Forestal Argentina (AFoA)

Alto Paraná S.A.

Caaby S.A.

Ederra S.A.

Grupo de Consulta Mutua Río Carabelas

Municipalidad de Berisso

Comisión de Investigaciones Científicas (CIC)

International Poplar Commission (IPC)

RedBio

ProDiversitas

Cooperativa productores del Vino de la Costa




